The Eurasian beaver, Castor fiber, is one of the few obligate monogamous mammal species known, and nothing is known about the time budget of the mated pair. We investigated whether mated adult Eurasian beavers would display sex differences in time budgets. Using radiotracking, we obtained behavioural data on six mated pairs of adult beaver during 2000 and 2001 on two rivers in southeast Norway. Time budgets for males and females were compared in total and over the seasons, along with temperature data collected throughout the study. The three main behaviours of both males and females were travelling, foraging and being in the lodge, accounting for 92.0 and 93.2%, respectively, of each sex's overall time budgets. Time budgets did not differ between the sexes except that males allocated more time to travel. Time budgets for each sex did not vary with season, and water and air temperature data were positively correlated with time spent travelling for both sexes. These results support the hypothesis that male and female time budgets are similar, except for the time that males and females allocated to travel. We suggest that the similarities in behaviour result because parental care by both parents is essential to the successful rearing of offspring, leading to reduced behavioural sexual dimorphism; nevertheless, some differences still occur, perhaps relating to the male's indirect parental care. 
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Male parental care among mammals is relatively rare, in part because offspring often have a prolonged period of gestation inside the female, during which the male can provide little direct care, and because once the young are born they are fed on milk and only the female lactates. Because of these constraints, the male can desert first and increase his reproductive success by multiple mating (Krebs & Davies 1993) . It is not surprising, then, that the males of more than 90% of mammalian species are habitually polygynous (Kleiman 1977; Clutton-Brock 1989) . However, mammalian monogamy, although rare, does occur in 3% of species (Krebs & Davies 1993) and exists in two forms: facultative monogamy, which is widely believed to have evolved because of female dispersion (Komers & Brotherton 1997), and obligate monogamy, in which male care is needed for offspring survival (Brotherton & Manser 1997) . Monogamy involves mating exclusively, and monogamy in mammals may be favoured whenever more than one individual (the female) is needed to rear the young, or the carrying capacity of the habitat is not great enough to permit another female simultaneously to rear a litter in the same home range, or both (Kleiman 1977) . Monogamy is an intriguing aspect of the sociobiology of certain mammals that lends itself to the question of whether both members of a monogamous adult pair need to contribute equally to all behaviours to rear young successfully, or whether a division of labour exists.
In polygynous breeding systems, males have a much higher potential reproductive success than females. This can manifest itself as intrasexual selection, intersexual selection, or a combination of the two, with one outcome being sexual dimorphism (Magurran & Maciás Garcia 2000) . Sexual dimorphism has wider ramifications than those generated by the reproductive biology of the species concerned; for example, behavioural differences might be expected to be pronounced in species that are most dimorphic (Magurran & Maciás Garcia 2000) . Thus, in monogamous species, such behavioural differences may be reduced, although may not disappear totally, as reproductive costs of males and females are never equal (Magurran & Maciás Garcia 2000) .
Studies have looked at the phenomenon of monogamy in mammals (e.g. rock-haunting possum, 
